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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM NEA/ARN DRAPER 
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TAGS: PINT, PINS, MASS, LE, US 
SUBJECT: MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

REF: BEIRUT 2743 

1 . FOLLOWING INFORMAL COMMENTS ARE UNCLEARED WITH OTHER 
OFFICES OR DOD, AND THEREFORE CANNOT BE FULLY AUTHORITA- 
TIVE. 

2. WE CAN OBTAIN FAIRLY RAPIDLY AT DOLS 225 PER MAN THE 
UNIFORMS (INCLUDES THREE SETS OF FATIGUES, BUT NO UNDERWEAR, 

WITH HELMETS, BOOTS AND FULL PERSONAL FIELD KIT, WITH PACK, 

FRAME, ENTRENCHING TOOL, CANTEEN, ETC). THUS WE COULD 
PROVIDE EQUIPMENT FOR 5,000 MEN FOR ABOUT DOLS 1,125,000 
EXCLUSIVE OF TRANSPORT. IN SHORT, WE COULD PUT TOGETHER A 
FAIRLY GOOD PACKAGE FOR LESS THAN DOLS 1.5 MILLION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 133732 


3. WE WILL EXPLORE WITH CONGRESSIONAL STAFFERS TOMORROW, 
AS I MENTIONED ON THE TELEPHONE, THESE AND OTHER MATTERS. 
WE MIGHT RPT MIGHT SOUND OUT USE OF MESRF FOR GRANT USE; 
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE RELUCTANCE ON HILL TO USE OF 
MESRF FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, BUT UNIFORMS ARE SPECIAL. 
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4. WE HAVE TENTATIVE COMMITMENT FOR ADDITIONAL 
DOLS 20 MILLION IN FMS CREDITS, TO SUPPLEMENT THE 
DOLS 5 MILLION ALREADY ASSIGNED TO LEBANON IN FY 77. 

WE WILL BE UNDER PRESSURE TO RESCIND ALL UNCOMMITTED FMS 
CREDITS BY THE END OF JUNE, AS YOU KNOW. WE NEED THERE- 
FORE FORMAL REQUEST AND EQUIPMENT LISTS. WITH RECEIPT 
YOUR SIGNAL, PENTAGON CAN PROBABLY CRANK UP AN INCON- 
SPICUOUS THREE-MAN TEAM TO GO TO BEIRUT. 

4. IF YOU ARE SEEING BOUTROS OR OTHERS IN NEXT DAY OR 
SO, BEFORE WE REPORT RESULTS OF SOUNDINGS ON HILL, 

SUGGEST YOU NOT RPT NOT GET ANYONE'S HOPES UP FOR A 
QUICK GRANT FOR UNIFORMS IN FY 77. IDEA TO PROMOTE IS 
USE OF FMS CREDITS RIGHT AWAY. 

5. WE WILL TRY TO SOUND OUT HILL STAFFERS ON SUPPLEMENTAL 
ONE-TIME GRANT PROGRAM FOR FY 78 OF, SAY, DOLS 25 MILLION, 
SUPPLEMENTED BY FMS CREDITS, AND PROCEEDING WITH FMS 
CREDITS EXCLUSIVELY IN FUTURE YEARS. 

6. IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDED THOUGHTS FOR OUR HILL CONSULTA- 
TIONS, PLEASE CABLE STADIS FOR DRAPER AND VELIOTES, OR 
TRY SECURE PHONE, VANCE 
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